Living Theology Friends33
September 3, 2006
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
For several weeks I have been examining “real” Christianity.  To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  There are many cults (religions pretending to be Christian) and many religions in the world.  We need to make sure that we understand what the Bible tells us about true Christianity.  

Based upon the teachings of God’s Holy Word, we have insisted upon the following for validating real Christianity with the last three being a reminder to not stray from Biblical teachings:

1.) Jesus is and was God.  He did not become a god by living a “good” life.

2.) Jesus lived a perfect sinless life.  His sinlessness could then be put into the account of His chosen people.

3.) Jesus physically died on the cross and on that cross the sins of His chosen people were put into His account so that He specifically died for those sins.

4.) Jesus was physically resurrected from the dead as proof of the above.  The resulting double imputation (item 2 and 3) allows for my salvation from the wrath of God.

5.) We worship one God (Trinity concept).

6.) The Holy Spirit is a “He” and an equal part of the Trinity with the Father and the Son.

7.) We must insist upon the real gospel message as revealed in the Bible, which is our only source for the Word of God as revealed to His children.

8.) Beware of false apostles.

9.) Beware of false brethren.

10.) Don’t call a “pernt” a point!

And then we spent the last few weeks looking at the attributes of the God of the Bible.  This study was necessary because many people talk about a “god” who is not God:
1.) God is a triune being



5.) God is omnipresent 
(Covered as one of the Impostors items)

6.) God is personal.
2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)



7.) God is omniscient.
3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy



8.) God is omnipotent

4.) God is spirit.  




9.) God is immutable and sovereign
10.) God is our Father

I pray that these past studies have been helpful in our understanding of Christianity for there are many false representations of Christianity “out there”.  What I am calling all of us to do at this point is to review all of the letters referenced above and to keep all the attributes of God applying to Him all the time.  We get into trouble with our understanding of God when we separate the attributes.  For instance, we might try to have the concept of “God is love” separate from the concept that “God is Holy, Holy, Holy”.  We constantly need to balance our understanding of God when we are thinking about how He will lead us in this life.  Even though God is love His Holiness will not allow Him to overlook our sins and let us into His presence unless we have been through His cleansing procedure: work of Jesus on the cross and His perfect work put into our account.  This plan and its result for those who believe and for those who do not believe is clearly stated in the following Scriptures:
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

John 6:40 “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him, may have eternal life; and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”

John 6:44 “No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”

John 3:36 “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”
Even though God is love, omnipotent, and personal, He is still Holy, Holy, Holy and He must punish sin.  Our sin is either punished by the work of Jesus or we must be punished for an infinite amount of time for those sins.  Jesus is infinite and thus can pay an infinite price for our sins.  We are finite and so must pay forever unless we accept God’s plan.  It seems rather like a no-brainer as to which choice to make!  I pray that each of you have either already made that choice or will make it today.  If you make the choice today then it is very important for you to get into a church and let someone there help you grow as a Christian.  
Someone may ask: “Since God is omnipotent why do bad things happen to good people?”  The simple answer is “There are no good people.”

Mark 10:18 “And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.”

Delving into the question a bit more, the meaning of “bad things” depends upon your perspective.  What seems bad to me might actually be good from God’s perspective.  The classic Biblical example of what is evil or good is the following.

Gen 50:20 “And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”

Since we cannot have God’s perspective we often cannot know in our time frame what is bad or evil and what is good.  We Christians trust the sovereign God and His famous promise to us:

Rom 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”

So the above is the answer to the question “Why do bad things happen to good people.”  This answer could also lead into a discussion with the person who asked the question that will greatly help the person in his/her life.  So “be ready with an answer for your faith!”
